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 Rhetorical Analysis of John Lennon’s Imagine

Music is a very powerful tool that has been used by various people and groups to champion different initiatives. Actually, this form of art is widely regarded as a world language that brings together people from different walks of life. It is indeed fascinating to note how certain songs have cut across different ethnicities, languages, races and religions to preach the common goal of entertainment and togetherness. There are particular songwriters and musicians that have perfected the use of this art to champion different initiatives in the society. John Lennon is one of these amazing composers who brilliantly used poetry coupled with the tranquil melody and soothing voice in his song Imagine to preach the message of world peace to his worldwide audience. 

Imagine is a title of a song written and performed by John Winston Ono Lennon. According to Kruse, Lennon is one of the most influential musician and peace activists to ever exist (Kruse 13). He lived between the years of 1940 and 1980 and is perhaps best known for co-founding the Beatles who are rated as the world’s most commercially successful band of all time. The Beatles ruled the airwaves in the 1960s, using their music both to entertain and also preach peace (Riley 36). Apparently, they existed at a time when the world was facing a string so challenges including World War II and economic recessions. 

The name of Lennon has always been mentioned among individuals that championed the efforts of reaching world peace. Apparently, he is well known for composing most thought provoking and emotion-filled songs that trigger the listener to think critically about what is going on around the world that he or she lives (Riley 33). This particular masterpiece was done for a world audience and only carried one message of peace. Apparently, the composer believes that the world would be a better and safer place if people worked together in their different capacities to contribute towards the safety of their immediate environment. The main point he wished to make with his song is that regardless of our backgrounds and differences, all of us have a role to play in making this world a better place. 

His choice of simple style and straightforward approach goes a long way in creating an aura of trust within his song Imagine. Perhaps this is because it is very candid in its communication. Listening to the first verse alone one gets a clear picture of what the singer dreams of; world where everyone embraces one another as brother and sister, a world that has respect for life and environment, a world that breathes peace and prosperity of humanity. These opinions and attitudes about the topic of world peace are a true reflection of his way of life as well as what he believed in throughout his successful career. Apparently, Riley notes that Lennon was a great champion of peace, using his fame gained during his tenure with the Beatles to reach out to his world-wide audience with pleas of togetherness and harmony (Riley 25). 

There is another of the outstanding characteristics that define the song Imagine. According to Kruse, one of these characteristics is the manner in which the singer manages to establish his ethos or credibility throughout the masterpiece (Kruse 13). One of the ways he actually achieved this is through spirited persuasion. For instance, part of his lyrics says, “You may say that I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one, I hope someday you'll join, and the world will be as one” (Kruse 14). This statement is bold in all manner of ways. As noted earlier, world peace was the most lacking thing during the time the song was done. Actually, it was one topic many feared to explore especially bearing in mind the turmoil that the world was going through at this time. As such, Lennon comes across as being bold and courageous to champion a rare course that was only based on a dream. 

The extensive use of rhetoric also serves to highlight Lennon’s ethos. At some point in the song he sings, “Imagine no possessions, I wonder if you can (Kruse 16).” This in itself is a very powerful statement. As indicated earlier, Lennon had reached world stardom at the time he composed the music. He literally owned everything that he wished of courtesy of the wealth he had amassed throughout the impressive career. As such, it is really humbling to note that at one time he would genuinely imagine himself without all these possessions. His motivation of going to this extend is to emphasize to his world audience that it is these possessions that have corrupted mankind to turn against his own brother or sister. As such, he dreams of a society where the value of man will not be pegged on how many possessions he has but rather on the worth of his existence. Ideally, this emphasis establishes more ethos for him. 

The choice of the tranquil melody and soothing voice also goes a long way in making an emotional appeal to the audience and establishing Lennon’s pathos. The use of melodic piano as the main instrument creates a passionate connection with the listener who becomes eager and keen to listen to the message. The slow and soothing voice of the performer sends the listener thinking critically of how the world would really be if everyone gave peace a chance just like the performer is pleading.  

Finally, there is also the use of different logos by the artist in bid to further emphasize on his point. For instance, there is extensive use of artistic logos in this particular song, a slight deviation from many of his other works where he has used inartistic ones. Of course, Lennon does not at any point in the song give any statistics or proven facts to support his argument. However, as Kruse notes, his pleas were supported by common knowledge that should inform the conduct of all humanity. Part of the lyrics he sings, “Imagine all people living life in peace” (Kruse 16). 

In conclusion therefore, Imagine is without doubt a masterpiece that clearly highlights Lennon’s prowess as far as songwriting and performing is concerned. With effective use of pathos, ethos and logos as illustrated above, the artist manages to connect with his audience and advance his world peace message in a way that is not only appealing but also thought provoking. Ideally, this serves to demonstrate why his name is always mentioned alongside individuals that made remarkable contribution towards making this world a better place.
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